
   When it comes to consistency of 
performance at the highest level then
     Abe Hifume has to be the favourite for
          the under 60 kg category. Selecting his  
            competitions leading up to the 
             Olympic Games carefully has meant 
              that he is coming in outside of the
               top four and could slot in to fight a
              top seed in the early rounds. 
             No one in the category will
           want to draw Abe in the 
 early rounds and that could be 
 disastrous for
      some 
            medal hopefuls.

Dennis Veru of
Moldavia is the number

one seed but sometimes
does not perform to   
   expectations. We 

      know that on his day 
      his Judo is  
  spectacular but he also  
   sometimes makes 
     mistakes and does 
     not always fulfil  
     potential. He will 
        need to be on top   
            form if he is

going to challenge Abe.

KGKG

At the world championships in Abu Dhabi     
        Veru lost in the round of 32 to Bouba of 
            France but this could possibly give 
                  him the extra drive to do well in 
                         Paris. He will 
                         have something 
                           to prove.

                                     Yondonperenlei of Mongolia could possibly upset 
            the run of play en route to the medal matches due to his experience and profound power in

the category. As could Emomali of Tajikistan, who is really developing into a world class Judoka and
beating many of the best in the category.

U66U66



Watch out for some of the old guard who will be
representing maybe for the last time at the 

Olympic Games. 

Such fighters such
as An Baul of the
Republic of Korea,
who is always up

there and
roundabout when

it comes to
winning medals at
the top level will

always be a
threat.

Margvelashvili is seeded
number two in the world
rankings, but he lost in  the
world championships to the
eventual finalist Takeoka of
Japan who went on to win the
silver medal. He was beaten by
fellow countrymen Tanaka. 
Not only did he win the world
title but he was to overtake
Abe in the world

                                     rankings with the realisation of knowing that
 he could not possibly get an Olympic selection over Abe. 
Such is the depth of Judo in Japan.



Abe Hufime - massive
seonages! All seonages! -
ippon, morote, seoi otoshi.
IT’s a masterclass!

Abe also does an amazing
change of direction into a
spanking Osoto gari

VERU - kouchi gari to send
opponents into the
basement

Tai Otoshi by veru is second
to none...well maybe one
other  

Hips don’t lie when it come to
newcomer Emomali - ogoshi,
koshi guruma, and tomoe
nages will be on display

Don’t lock up with
Margvelashvili.... or it’s air
Georgia for you 

upright, huge seoi nages will
be expected of Garcia Torne
of Spain as he has displayed
this on the whole tour

TECHNIQUES
to watch for in u66kg

T A C H I  W A Z AT A C H I  W A Z A N E  W A Z AN E  W A Z A G A M E  P L A YG A M E  P L A Y

Abe - watch for his
lightening fast adjustments
that inevitably lead to ippon

Veru - Action/reaction on
tap!

Want top tips in defence?
Look no further than
Yondonperenlei of MOngolia

Margvelashvili’s openness for
attack makes for great
viewing and not knowing which
direction he’s coming from
will keep us on the edge of
our seats

More tactical play is in 
     An Baul’s playbook - his    
     experience has moulded into 
     timing - knowing when to 
     attack or to be in the wrong 
     place at the right time

already with a reputation
for passionate play, can
France’s Khyar keep his cool
with his aggressive gripping?

Spaniard Garcia Torne
creates drama here by
scooting under his opponent
for complete control into
ippon osae komi waza


