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The under 52 kg category at the world championships was
one of the categories that was most affected by the
absence of three of the top fighters in the category.

Abe Uta who is the clear favourite for gold, If that is
possible in Olympic competition has chosen her
competitions very carefully leading up to the Olympics.
She will come into the Olympic Games fresh and with only
one colour of medal in her mind. For me she’s not only the
best in the category but seems to be able to win even
when her opponents think that they have an answer to her
technique. apts to every situation that her
opposition can come up with and she then turns it to her
advantage.

If anyone can challenge her, it has to be Krasniqi of
Kosovo who was the Olympic champion in the 48 kg in
Tokyo. On her day she always looks dynamic and is one
of the strongest physically in the category. So far she
hasn’t found a way of beating Abe.
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One fighter, | think could cause Abe AL
problems is the new world ranked Q

number one Keldiyorova of Uzbekistan 4

who has a style of Judo that could A ‘ \
cause problems to the defending Ea
Olympic champion. | think this could be
a clash of styles that Abe might find
awkward, and she will have to hold her
concentration right to the very end

Buchard of France is one of the few outside of Japan to have beaten Abe
and she could also be one of the main contenders for the Olympic title. She
gained her third world medal in Abu Dhabi, but lost to the eventual
champion Giuffrida in the semifinals. She is always in the medals at the
major events and will always be a threat to the top fighters.

We haven’t mentioned the newly crowned World champion

yet who took her chance of winning a global title with both hands

with a fine performance at the world championships. Odette Giuffrida

of Italy has so much experience at the highest level and already has two
Olympic medals to her credit so for her to end her career with a third
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> = Olympic medal would be a magnificent achievement

Chelsea Giles of Great Britain will be going for her
second Olympic medal and she should be fresh
going into the Olympic Games as she also opted to
. miss the world championships. Going for two
global medals back to back is a gamble but also
\ only opting for one is also a gamble. It’s a
difficult plan to make and is specific to
each athlete based on their own
strengths & weaknesses. Will she
improve on the medal colour
this time around?




This will be a really interesting category and | think that with the three strongest
fighters in the category opting not to do the world championships and only
concentrate on the Olympic Games was a calculated decision as all three are aiming
for Olympic Glory. The newly crowned world champion, however might have
something to say about it all and she is definitely going into the Olympic Games on a
high.
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